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Annual conference a success

NCE again our annual confer-

ence turned out to be a tremen-

dous success. I would like to
thank our conference chair Mike Smith
and his entire committee for helping to
make it such and enjoyable and infor-
mative event. It was great to have so
many people make the voyage across
the Atlantic to attend in Newfoundland.
Even though the conference has come
and gone, I know they are still working
hard to wrap things up and prepare their
final report ... thanks again.

On behalf of the Board members and
the membership of ACWWA, 1 would
like to thank Graham Gagnon for the
efforts he has put in over the past year
serving as section chair. Graham has
been working hard on several initia-
tives which the Board will continue to
pursue. Although the effort that goes in-
to these initiatives may not be immedi-
ately obvious to the membership, I can
attest to the fact that Graham has dedi-
cated a lot of time to the Association
and has set the wheels in motion for a
couple of key initiatives that will unfold
in the coming months.

Chairman’s

message

Mark Butler, P.Eng.

Each fall our Board holds a strate-
gic planning session to discuss the di-
rection of the Section and to establish
some objectives for all of our commit-
tees. This year, our strategic planning
session was held in December in Am-
herst. Our agenda focussed on a few key
areas including:

e governance

+ board structure

« volunteers

» membership

+ education

I'look forward to sharing feedback in
the next Newsletter.

Finally, I hope everyone has had a
happy and safe Holiday season and I
look forward to working with everyone
in the New Year.

Ira P. MacNab Award

WOULD like to express my ap-

preciation to the ACWWA for be-

ing presented with the 2007 Ira P.
MacNab Award. Considering the con-
tributions of the previous winners of the
award, this is indeed an honour. You are
never quite sure whether you are worthy
of an award like this, but you appreciate
it anyway.

When Rick Benoit made the award
presentation, he stressed that this year’s
award was very much a team award
and recognizes the various contribu-
tions made by the Fredericton Staff over
the years. On behalf of the Frederic-
ton team, I will accept the award in the

spirit that it was given. This truly is a
team award.

Again, I would like to thank the
nominating committee, as well as
the ACWWA, for acknowledging my
contributions, as well as the contri-
butions of the rest of the Frederic-
ton team.

Yours truly,

Murray Jamer, P. Eng.

Director of Engineering & Public Works

= WWW.acWwa.ca

Be a water pro in the know
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Clean drinking water— an AWWA
legacy we shouldn’t take for granted

OMEONE asked me recently,
“What is the role of AWWA”
and it made me think of how im-
portant AWWA has been to our wa-
ter industry in the years I have been a
member. We are the people who ensure
that drinking water is safe and readily
available when people want it. Whether
you work for a utility, a manufacturer
of products serving the industry or are
with a consulting firm, you are making
an important contribution to ensuring
there is a supply of safe, clean drinking
water available at a modest price.
Waterborne diseases weren’t elim-
inated for Public water supplies in
North America till early in the 20th.
Century. Many people in the western
world died from Dysentery and Chol-
era right up until the end of the First
World War. One of the driving forces
behind the modern method of disin-
fection of public water supplies was a
gentleman named Able Wolman, Presi-
dent of AWWA in 1942. In 1919 Able
Wolman was working for the Maryland
Department of Public Health with an-
other gentleman, Linn Enslow when
they presented a paper on the con-
trolled chlorination of drinking water
supplies, and its acceptance lead to us
enjoying safe drinking water. Unfortu-
nately many people in the Third World
are still dying of waterborne diseases.
Thanks to Water for People, an affili-
ated AWWA group, the problem is be-
ing addressed.
It was my pleasure to meet Dr. Abel
Wolman at one of the first AWWA An-

nual Conferences I attended and I won-
dered who this old man was everyone
seemed so in awe of. Well, Dr. Wol-
man deserved the respect he was giv-
en! He moved from the Public Health
field to the education field where he
made many contributions to the wa-
ter industry as a professor at John’s

Director’s
Report

Sandy Robertson

Hopkins University. He was one of
the founding members of what is now
WEF and he also served as President
of the American Public Health Asso-
ciation.

He was not alone. George Warren
Fuller, who AWWA’s highest Section
award is named after was also a found-
ing member of the future WEF and he
served as AWWA President in 1923.
These dedicated professionals are what
AWWA is all about, or borrowing from
Rotary International they provided
“service above self.”

In my time in AWWA it has been
a pleasure to have met many people
who practice this “service above self”
approach to the water industry and in
their personal lives. Some who come
to mind are Bill Butler and the people
who came after him like Harold Mac-
Neill in raising funds for Water for Peo-
ple, Lloyd Douglas who worked tire-
lessly behind the scenes for ABEA and
the Section’s success, and many others
who shall remain nameless as I can’t
name them all in this short article.

I’ve often said AW WA is like a fam-
ily of water industry professionals, a
family I am proud to be a member of. I
hope you are too!

+  Water & Wastewater Analysis

E-mail: sales@aps.ns.ca

ATLANTIC PURIFICATION SYSTEMS LTD.
P.0.BOX 877, 10 FERGUSON RD.
DARTMOUTH, N.S. B2Y 375
Ph (902) 469-2806 Fax (902) 463-3529

- Water & Wastewater Disinfection & Treatment
+  Pumping & Fluid Handling Systems

Serving Atlantic Canada since 1970

web site

email:

Web: www.aps.ns.ca

MS Filter Inc.

Water Treatment Package Plants for Small Systems

17665 Leslie St., Suite 47
Newmarket ON. Canada L3Y 3E3
wiww.msfilter.com

Contact Sandy Robertson for more information
cwater@nbnet.nb.ca
phone 506 652-5885
fax 506 633-0031
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Water For People broadens focus

By John Kayser

To increase its impact, Water For
People is adopting a more regional ap-
proach to development within the coun-
tries in which it works. By concentrat-
ing its efforts on multiple communities
within a defined region, Water For Peo-
ple hopes to achieve 100 percent water
and sanitation coverage in that region
while increasing efficiencies and build-
ing stronger relationships with part-
ners and the communities served. In this
way, Water For People will make a more
meaningful and measurable impact on
the global water crisis.

ATER is life. Like the air
we breathe, water is essen-
tial to our very survival.
Yet there are, today, more than a bil-
lion people in the world without ac-
cess to safe drinking water. Another 2.6
billion lack access to adequate sanita-
tion. While the situation has improved
in recent years, this humanitarian cri-
sis is still responsible for 1.8 million
preventable deaths each year, mostly
young children.

For 16 years, Water For People has
been helping people in developing coun-
tries by supporting the development of
locally sustainable drinking water re-
sources, sanitation facilities and hygiene
education programs. Since its inception,
the organization has been building its
capacity to reach more people in more
countries to have a truly meaningful im-
pact on the global water crisis.

=

In 2006, Water For People direct-
ly benefited more than 98,000 people
with the development of safe water
sources and/or improved sanitation,
representing a 25 percent increase over
2005. This is impressive growth, but
the need for the organization’s work is
enormous.

Water For People recently adopted an

ambitious strategic plan that will guide
its work over the next five years. The
plan calls for a fivefold increase in the
number of annual beneficiaries by 2011
and expansion into five new countries.
To reach these important goals, Water
For People is refining a new, more stra-
tegic approach while streamlining op-
erations and increasing impact.

LIPHOOK COUPLERS
& SYSTEMS INC.

IS LICENSING THE PATENTED “SYSTEM” OF

N,
\\\\\\\\\\\\m\%

DILLON

CONSULTING

REPLACING/REPAIRING CURB STOP BOX RODS
FROM THE SURFACE WITH NO TRENCH ENTRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND/OR TO AVOID PATENT
INFRINGEMENT

CONTACT LIPHOOK
115 TAYLOR'S RD., OAKWOOD, ON KOM 2M0
TEL: 705-953-9988 FAX: 705-953-9138
WEB: WWW.LIPHOOK.CA OR EMAIL: liphook@i-zoom.net

Communities
Facilities

Infrastructure
Environment

Serving Clients in Atlantic Canada from Offices in
Halifax, Sydney, Fredericton and Saint John

www.dillon.ca
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rom projects to defined regions

From projects to regions

Traditionally, Water For People has
been project-focused—providing water
and sanitation solutions on a project-by-
project basis in the countries in which it
works. Projects were identified based on
local need and might have been imple-
mented anywhere within a given coun-
try. While successful, this approach was
difficult to manage and inherently inef-
ficient, with much time spent traveling
between disparate locations. More im-
portant, the organization’s impact in the
field was difficult to assess. “We had
a community here, a community there
and lots of communities in between that
we weren’t reaching,” says Ned Breslin,
Water for People’s Director of Interna-
tional Programs. “We needed to find a
way to maximize our impact.”

The organization has recently adopt-
ed a new approach to its work by focus-
ing on regions within its program coun-
tries. As part of a comprehensive stra-
tegic planning process, staff members
in each country have identified distinct
regions, incorporating numerous com-
munities in need of water and sanitation
improvements. The goal is to eventually
provide 100-percent water and sanita-
tion coverage within each region and in-
crease the overall impact of the organi-
zation’s work.

“Now, each and every community
within a geographic region will receive
safe drinking water and adequate sanita-
tion,” says Breslin. “The results will be
quite tangible.”

The approach is already leading to
dramatic increases in water and sanita-

tion coverage with the added benefit of
maintaining Water For People’s com-
munity-based focus. As a result of this
strategy, Water For People expects that
its country programs can and will sup-
port significantly more water and sanita-
tion projects per year (more than 100 in
each country) and thus reach many more
people in need.

Building trust

The regional approach is helping Wa-
ter For People strengthen its reputation in
the countries in which it works, creating
an environment of trust among partner
organizations and community members
alike. Each successful project sets an ex-
ample; nearby communities see results
and know that Water For People delivers
on its promises. The regional approach
facilitates broad support for future work
within the region and beyond, and dem-
onstrates Water For People’s successful
model on a larger scale, which will ide-
ally be replicated by others.

A regional focus has other benefits
as well. Providing necessary and sus-
tainable support for each project’s infra-
structure is more easily and efficiently
accomplished. By working with a num-
ber of communities within a given re-
gion, Water For People is forging stron-
ger working relationships with its part-
ners and potential partners, including lo-
cal governments and NGOs. Water For
People is seen as a trusted partner and
facilitator that is committed to meet-
ing the water and sanitation needs of all
communities within a region. Partners
and community members see Water For
People delivering results and are more

inclined to support future work.

The regional focus has the added ben-
efit of encouraging development of pri-
vate sector support for community water
and sanitation systems through an in-
creased regional demand for these re-
lated products and services, such as sup-
pliers of spare parts.

The regional shift is already demon-
strating results on the ground. A good
example recently took place in Hondu-
ras, where Water For People and its part-
ner organizations collaborated on a base-
line survey to determine water and sani-
tation needs in 143 communities in the
three regions where Water For People
will be working over the next five years.
Community leaders provided an analy-
sis of their current water and sanitation
needs. It was a joint decision of commu-
nity members and local authorities, who
determined which villages would have
water and sanitation interventions in
2007, 2008, and into the future. This un-
precedented collaboration and planning
demonstrates that the regional model is
also very community-based.

New funding opportunities

Water For People’s regional approach
in the field is translating to new oppor-
tunities for donors to ‘go regional’ and
have a larger impact on the water and
sanitation crisis. The regional focus in
international programs is providing Wa-
ter For People with the opportunity to
strengthen its reporting mechanisms to
be more consistent and thorough. This
means that donors will have direct ac-
cess to complete information about all

Continued on page 14
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Moves Forward the National and Global Environmental Agenda

mental agenda was recently “Moved

Forward”, and a global legacy left,
at the highly successful IWA Internation-
al Specialist Conference organized and
hosted by the Greater Moncton Sewer-
age Commission (GMSC).

The Conference, “Moving Forward
Wastewater Biosolids Sustainability:
Technical, Managerial, and Public Syn-
ergy”, was held in Moncton, New Bruns-
wick, Canada, June 24-27, 2007.

The Conference attracted over 450 del-
egates and speakers from the United Na-
tions, the World Health Organization, the
World Bank and over 44 countries from
around the world including Australia,
Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Morocco, Mexico, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Pe-
ru, Russia, South Africa, Sweden, Turkey,
UK, USA, Zambia and numerous other
countries.

It is the first time that a conference of this
type, combining the technical and manage-
rial aspects of biosolids sustainability, has
been held at the international level.

The Opening Plenary Session included
addresses from:

1. IWA President David Garman,

2. Graham Alabaster from the United

Nations,
3. Charles Peterson of the World Bank,
4. Homero Silva of the World Health
Organization.

Subsequently, over the three day con-
ference period, sessions including other
Plenary Sessions focused on a Global Per-
spective theme stressing the need to bring
a “Big Picture” approach to wastewater
and biosolids issues. A total of 128 indi-

vidual papers were presented throughout
the three (3) day conference.

One of the Conference’s goals was
to educate and bridge the gap between
the researchers and the managers, while
looking at the necessity to engage the
public, regulators and politicians. The
Concurrent Sessions provided a bal-
ance of highly relevant technical-sci-
entific, practical, and forward looking
papers.

Global Legacy

The Moncton Conference left a Global
Legacy. A meeting of international dele-
gates was held during the conference. At
the meeting, attended by delegates from a
dozen countries, as well as representatives

of UN-Habitat and World Health Orga-
nization the following four action items
were agreed to:

1. The creation of an International
Communication Networking Alliance.

2. Updating the Global Biosolids Atlas, which
was last published in 1997.The United
Nations has agreed to fund the publication
of the update of the Global Biosolids Atlas,
and post it on their web-site.

3. It was proposed, with the aim of furthering
discussion and education regarding
addressing the issue of poverty linked to
malnutrition and sanitation needs, that the
IWA world conference in Vienna will include
workshops dealing with the following:

The need to establish guidelines for
biosolids application in agriculture;
To conduct research on the relationship

National

New
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ce gets worldwide audience

Delegates toured Moncton’s Wastewater Treatment Plant including its biosolids composting facility.

among bad sanitation, malnutrition,
and poverty and how the beneficial
use of biosolids in agriculture and
aquaculture can help in reducing
malnutrition and poverty. Results of
findings to be presented in a special
session during the next IWA biosolids
specialty conference.

« Assessing risk and approaches with
the view of reaching a consensus on
a scientific level on environmental
and health risk assessment. Engaging
and educating politicians regarding
an “acceptable vision” on sanitation
investment for the reduction of
malnutrition and poverty.

4. Developing consistent global terminology
and definitions of key terms related to
wastewater and biosolids.

Conference Objectives/Purpose

The objective of the organizers was
to have a superior conference, bringing
together the world’s leading experts to
Moncton, in order to increase the knowl-
edge base of all stakeholders and fo move
the national and global environmental
agenda forward.

The conference, bringing to Canada, for
the first time, the world’s leading experts
in the wastewater biosolids industry was a
“ can’t be missed conference ” for Cana-
dian municipalities, provincial, territorial
and federal departments and politicians and
other stakeholders that are involved or con-
cerned about these environmental issues.

Presentations given by internationally
renowned experts dealt with management,

regulatory, scientific, research, technical
as well as public engagement issues.

The GMSC also had local, national and
global objectives related to the conference.

The national objectives included the
promotion of the need to implement a Ca-
nadian Biosolids Partnership “CBP”.
The CBP will be of enormous benefit in
providing environmental stewardship in
Canada, as it will help focus issues and
permit various stakeholders to work to-
gether toward common objectives, as op-
posed to the situation today where there is
a lack of a focused approach, co-ordina-
tion or co-operation amongst stakeholders.
Such partnerships exist in other countries
but Canada is seriously lagging behind in
having a focused approach to the manage-
ment of wastewater biosolids issues.

Technical Tours

During the conference, delegates
had the opportunity to tour and visit the
Greater Moncton Sewerage Commis-
sion’s Wastewater Treatment Plant and
it’s unique, leading edge, Biosolids Com-
posting Facility.

On behalf of the Programme and Orga-
nizing committees I want to express our
appreciation for the great support received
from the ACWWA and the other Cana-
dian, WEF member Associations (WC-
WWA, BCWWA, WEAO and Reseau En-
vironment) in helping us promote and dis-
tributing the conference information.

This IWA Specialist was held jointly as
the “4th Canadian Organic Residuals and
Biosolids management Conference”

Roland P Richard, P.Eng.

Manager of Special Projects
Greater Moncton Sewerage Commission
ACWWA-WEF Delegate

www.grcanada.com
sfediw@grcanada.com
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Life Membership: Ron Leblanc left, and
William Butler, accepted by Mark Butler

Under 5,000 customers
Village of Memramcook

5,000-25,000 customers
Louisbourg Water Treatment Plant

ACWWA 2007 Conference

St.John's, Newfoundland Labrador
September 30™ to October 20

ROM City of St. John's Mayor Andy

Wells welcoming remarks on Monday

morning, to Elvis'final song as he “left

the building” on Tuesday night, the
2007 ACWWA Conference provided two full
days of presentations, meetings, social events,
opportunities for discussion and exchanging
ideas and time to renew old acquaintances
and meet new members.

The Keynote Speaker, Dr.Andria Jones, gave
delegates some sound advice on getting the
message out to their customers that munici-
pal drinking water is safe and that the people
providing their drinking water are profession-
als who know what they are doing. Her pres-
entation provided interesting statistics on the
public’s perception of drinking water.

This was the first time that the St. John's
Conference hosted a Trade Show, held a “Top
Ops” Competition, had a Water for People Fun
Run and had an Awards’Breakfast! The 2007
Conference Planning Committee are to be
congratulated for taking on the extra events
along with the regular conference program.

The “Top Ops” Team from Fredericton was
once again the winner of the competition, as
they showed the other teams and the audi-
ence how to use those buzzers and impressed
everyone with their knowledge of the AWWA
competition material. The 4 teams in the com-
petition - Fredericton, City of St.John's, Halifax
Water and Team Nova Scotia - all received
special team and individual trophies - compli-
ments of the 2007 Planning Committee.

The Awards’ Breakfast was a successful
event and honoured the members of the
ACWWA who deserve to be thanked and rec-
ognized for their efforts. AWWA representative
Terry Rolan and Tracy Stigers, from the Water
Education Foundation were very pleased to
present the various awards.

Once again the
“Water for People”
organization benefit-
ed from the St.John's
Conference. $5,000
was raised by the
Planning Committee
through a special
“fun” fundraiser at
the“Meet and Greet’
the “Fun Run,” Silent .

. i
Auction and another  conference Chair
small, but very suc-  Michael Smith
cessful fundraiser at
the Down East Night.

One of the highlights of the conference was
a presentation by Roma Quinton on her recent
trip to Guatemala. Roma actually visited the
village where the Warren Quinton Memorial
lavamano is located - funds raised at the 2003
Conference provided the money for the proj-
ect. Her presentation - done with grace and
eloquence - showed the difference that fresh
water can make to the lives of people in de-
veloping countries and showed in a very per-
sonal way that “Water for People” is doing ex-
cellent work with the funds received.

The Trade Show hosted 43 booths with
representatives from areas throughout Atlan-
tic Canada, Ontario, Alberta, British Columbia
and the US.The Trade Show will be an annual
event at future St.John's Conferences.

The Conference closed with the usual well
attended Down East Night - this year’s event
was a Newfoundland style tribute to Elvis Pres-
ley, which provided some great music that had
Terry Rolan and his wife Linda singing along
with the performers. Dinner, as usual, was a
sumptuous buffet that always provides del-
egates with what has to be one of the best
conference meals provided in any city.

25,000+ customers
Windsor L. Treatment Plant  Nova Scotia

Keynote speaker Dr. An-
dria Jones on the pub-
lic's perception of drink-
ing water.

Roma Quinton talks
about her trip to a Water
for People site in Guate-
mala :
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Debbie Smith

Technical presentation

Awards breakfast

Ira P. MacNab Award:
Murray Jamer
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Call for papers

HE Atlantic Canada Water
Works Association announces
our Call for Papers!

ACWWA and the St. John’s con-
ference committee are striving to put
on a top-notch technical program at
the 61st Annual Conference to be
held in Charlottetown, PEI, October
19th to 21st, 2008. The theme for the
conference is Water - The Choice is
Clear. We are seeking papers that il-
lustrate the many new and innovat-
ing things happening in the water and
wastewater business in Atlantic Can-
ada. The following ideas for papers
are especially encouraged from utili-
ties, consultants, researchers, regula-
tors, contractors and suppliers:

Water treatment, wastewater treat-
ment, collection, distribution, new
product innovations and operation
and maintenance topics are encour-
aged.

Some topics that have been sug-
gested are:

B Case studies of the application of
innovative products

B New advances in Treatment
Technologies for water and
wastewater

B The application of new technology to
the utility business.

B Innovative Small Systems
improvements for smaller
communities

B Safe work practices - first hand
applications

B Research done in or relevant to
Atlantic Canada.

B Upcoming regulations, strategies and
programs by regulators, and a look
back at recent programs.

Please forward a one page abstract
of your proposed paper to:

Mr. G.A. (Sandy) Robertson
Chair, Technical Papers Committee
c/o Canada Water Supply Ltd.

PO Box 1225

Saint John, NB E2L 4G7

Phone: 506-652-5885
Fax: 506-633-0031
Email: cwater@nbnet.nb.ca

The deadline for receipt of ab-
stracts is February 29th, 2008.

Please note: Papers should not be
infomercials — no sales presentations,
Please.

Our water and wastewater library

ERE is a list of water and wastewater documents assembled by ACWWA
that are available for review by AWWA members. The documents can be
borrowed from the section for a period not exceeding three weeks.

Please fax or email the office to request a loan of any current titles in
the ACWWA Library. Please provide the title of the document, along with your
membership number, and mailing address.All items borrowed from the Library are
to be returned to the office within three weeks.

1

HWN

10

1

12

13

14

15

Good Practices for Preventing
Microbiological Contamination of
Water Mains

Chlorine Safety Pocket Guide
Plain Talk about Drinking Water
Water Distribution Operator
Training Handbook

Water Treatment Operator
Handbook

Avoiding Rate Shock: Making the
Case for Water Rates

Operator Certification Study
Guide: A Guide to Preparing for
Water Treatment and Distribution
Operator Certification Exams
Performance Benchmarking for
Water Utilities

Water Quiality: Principles and
Practices of Water Supply
Operators

Water Sources: Principles and
Practices of Water Supply
Operators

Recommended Practice and
Backflow Prevention and Cross
Connection Control

Basic Science Concepts and
Applications for Wastewater
Water Treatment Student
Handbook

Water Transmission and
Distribution: Principles and
Practices of Water Supply
Operators

Basic Science Concepts and

16
17

18

19

20
21

22

23

24
25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Applications

Water Quality Student Workbook
Basic Microbiology for Drinking
Water Personnel

Safe Drinking Water: Lessons from
Recent Outbreaks in Affluent
Nations

The Site Calculations Pocket
Reference

AWWA Water Operator Field Guide
Basic Chemistry for Water and
Wastewater Operators

Principles and Practices of

Water Supply Operations- Water
Treatment

Basic Science Concepts and
Applications for Wastewater
AWWA Water Operator Filed Guide
Water Treatment Plant Operation
Volume |

Water Treatment Plant Operation
Volume Il

Water Distribution System
Operation and Maintenance
Operation of Wastewater
Treatment Plants Volume |
Operation of Wastewater
Treatment Plants Volume I

O&M Wastewater Collection
Volume |

O&M Wastewater Collection
Volume |

Installation, Field Testing, and
Maintenance of Fire Hydrants M17
Distribution Valves: M44

Bacldissties

Check the website
forback issues of
Go with the Flow from

http://www.acwwa.ca
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Quebec students represent Canada at Stock

LEXIS St-Gelais and Simon Bour-

gault-Coté, two students from the

Kénogami High School, in Jon-
quiere, Québec won the Canadian Stock-
holm Junior Water Prize (CSJWP), which
was held jointly with the Canada Wide
Science Fair. They represented Canada
in the international competition held in
Stockholm, Sweden, in August 2007.

This year, the Canada Wide Science
Fair was held in Truro-Bible Hill, Nova
Scotia, from May 12 to 20, 2007.

More than 500 young scientists from-
every corner of the country participated
in the event. Three out of the 18 projects
entered in the CSIWP competition were
selected. The project by Alexis St-Gelais
and Simon Bourgault-C6té was awarded
first prize. As a result, they were given the
opportunity to compete at the internation-
al level. The other two finalists, lexan-
dre Harvey, from the Sainte-Marie High
School in Temiskaming Shores, Ontario,
and Haley Robinson, from the Churchill
Composite High School in La Ronge,
Saskatchewan, both received $300 each.
The Canadian competition was organized
by the Canadian Affairs Council (CAC)
of the Water Environment Federation
(WEF). The five Canadian member asso-
ciations of the WEF, namely the Western
Canada Water Environment Association
(WCWEA), BC Water and Waste Asso-
ciation (BCWWA), Water Environment
Association of Ontario (WEAOQO), Réseau
Environnement from Québec, and At-
lantic Canada Water Works Association
(ACWWA), together with the Canadian
Water and Wastewater Association (CW-
WA) and ITT Flygt Industries provided
financial support.

Providing Quality Environmental and
Engineering Services for Over 50 Years

Water and Wastewater systems
Water Quality / Management
Water Supply / Sourcing
Stormwater Management
Environmental Assessments
Risk Assessment and Remediation
Solid Waste Management

Site and Construction Services

New way to remove salt from seawater

Wy

Simon Bourgault-Coété and Alexis St-Gelais

Kick That Salt Away!

The winning project, called Kick That
Salt Away! involved the transformation
of sea water into drinking water by re-
moving the salt via a chemical process.
After researching existing physical pro-
cesses and conducting experiments with
alternative solutions, Alexis and Simon
developed a new protocol involving six
chemical steps. The idea consists in pre-
cipitating the unwanted substances con-

tained in sea water using chemicals and
in removing the derivatives via filtration
or centrifugation. This protocol could be-
come an alternative to the physical desal-
inization processes, which requires great
amounts of energy that some countries
may not be able to produce.

Results have shown that the chemi-
cal process is feasible. The final product
can be drunk without ill effects, with the
possible exception of tasting sodium bi-
carbonate (NaHCO3). Alexis and Simon

11

{J(J/ Halifax

Regional
Water

Commission Delivering
Value and

450 Cowie Hill Road

P.O. Box 8388 Stn A

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 5M1
490-4840

N Geotechnical / Material Testing
www.adi.ca

Quality for
over 60 years

Fredericton ¢ Saint John ¢ Moncton ¢ Charlottetown
Halifax ¢ Truro  Port Hawkesbury ¢ Sydney ¢ St. John’s
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holm world water competition

wish to continue working on their proj-
ect to improve and optimize their pro-
cess. Their goals consist in eliminating
the NaHCO3 derivatives from the final
product, in applying the process on a
larger scale and to render it more afford-
able by reducing the cost of $2.37 per
litre to less than $1 per litre.

The International Competition

The winning Canadian team was
awarded an all expenses paid trip to
Stockholm, Sweden, to enter the interna-
tional competition, which was held dur-
ing the World Water Week in Stockholm,
in August 2007.

The Stockholm Junior Water Prize,
which has become a prestigious com-
petition, recognizes the students who
have excelled in water research. For
these young enthusiasts from some 30
countries, the World Water Week in
Stockholm gave them the chance to
meet world-renowned experts, to at-
tend seminars, to visit institutes and
research facilities and, finally, to par-
ticipate in cultural events. Further-

more, the winner of the international
competition receives a $5,000 (US)
scholarship.

As part of the CSIWP, Alexis and Si-
mon were also invited to present their
project during the Water Environment
Federation Technical Exhibition and
Conference (WEFTEC), which was held
from October 13 to 17, in San Diego,
California. This major event welcomed
more than 19,000 professionals from the
water industry.

Poster to attract
students to the competition

PAGE 13

Do you know any students 16 to 20 years old?

This year, the CAC advertised the CSJWP in both English and French posters which
were sent to over 12,000 high schools and colleges (CEGEP) throughout Canada to en-
courage student participation. If you know young people with a passion for water and
the environment, please encourage them to prepare a project, with the help of friends
and teachers, so they can enter the Regional Science Fair, which will be held in March
2008. They could get the chance to participate in the Canada Wide Science Fair, which
is to be held in Ottawa in May 2008, and to enjoy the same wonderful experience and

unforgettable memory that Alexis and Simon had!

For additional information, please visit: www.ysf.ca or www.siwi.org.

s

= Touchie Engineering

a division of R.V. Anderson Associates Limited

7

= Water Supply and Treatment
= Wastewater Treatment & Collection
= Storm Water Management

environment - infrastructure

Tel 506 857 8525 Fax 506 858 5972
Web www.touchieengineering.nb.ca

= Urban Development
= Municipal Infrastructure
= Tunnelling

moncton fredericton toronto welland ottawa sudbury london mumbai

‘vww.ittflygt.ca

KEEP YOUR HEAD
WAY ABOVE
WATER
WITH FLYGT
PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Pumps+*Mixers+*Controls
Rentals:Sewage by-pass

Moncton, NB (506) 857-2244
Halifax, NS (902) 450-1177
St. John's, NL (709) 722-6717

Flygt

@ ITT Industries

anada é

CONSULTING ENGINEERS
CIVIL/STRUCTURAL
MUNICIPAL/PROCESS/SOLID WASTE
IVIECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION

#

ater

SUPPLY
LIMITED

PROJECT MANAGERS

SYDNEY, NS

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS
CONSTRUCTION INSPECTORS

Water & Wastewater Treatment
G.A. (Sandy) Robertson » Manager & CEQ

P.O. Box 1225, Saint John, NB
E2L 4G7

Phone 506 652 5885« Fax 506 633 0031
e-mail: sandy@canadawater.ca

CHARLOTTETOWN, PE
SAINT JOHN, NB
FREDERICTON, NB
ST. JOHN's, NL
CORNER Brook, NL

HAPPY VALLEY-GOOSE BAY, NL

CBCL LIMITED

Consulting Engineers

HALIFAX

1489 Hollis Street
PO Box 806

Halifax NS B3d 2R7
tel: 902 421 7241
fax: 902 423 3938
info@cbcl.ca
www.cbcl.ca
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Water for people broadens its focus

From page 5
of Water For People’s work—in every
country and every region.

A new online reporting system will
keep donors informed and demonstrate
contributions at work. Providing regu-
lar updates on work in each region, the
system will be accessible to all inter-
ested parties via the Water For Peo-
ple website and will include the status
of work in the region in close-to-real
time. The system will provide a wealth
of information, including background
on the areas being served, current water
and sanitation coverage in these areas,
work status, funding status, number of
people served, monitoring and evalua-
tion results, interventions planned and
impact—all of the information a do-
nor might seek. Personal stories from
some of the communities served will
also be included.

As always, the best way to support
Water For People is to invest in the or-
ganization as a whole through unre-
stricted giving. Unrestricted donations
give Water For People the ability to di-
rect financial resources where they are
needed most, whether to fund work in
specific regions or to contribute to the
other components needed to support
Water For People’s work in the field.
Like any organization, Water For Peo-
ple has support costs to ensure the wise
use of donor dollars, communicate with
supporters, raise funds, and develop the
infrastructure to implement the strategic
plan of the organization—all to better
enable Water For People to achieve its
critical mission and vision.

For those donors who choose to
more specifically direct their funds,
donors will continue to have the op-
tion to adopt a country with gifts of
$500 or more. These gifts support work
within a specific program country and
are used where the need is greatest in
that area

Many donors have sponsored spe-
cific projects in the past as a way to
connect to Water For People’s work
in a tangible way. Over the next year,
Water For People plans to transition
from the current “adopt-a-project” op-
tion to a broader opportunity for do-
nors to “adopt-a-region.” This change
will better align Water For People’s

PEA

A

A young girl in India enjoys
a safe drink of water.

fundraising model to the focused re-
gional approach in its international
programs, and will enable support-
ers to invest in Water For People on
a more long-term basis. The “adopt-
a-region” option will be available to
donors of $5,000 and above.

With the shift from projects to re-
gions, all donors—whether they con-
tribute unrestricted funds or choose to
direct their funds to a specific loca-
tion—will be able to invest in Water
For People on a more long-term ba-
sis. With the robust information that
will be available on Water For People’s
progress in each region, the connection
to the work for all donors will be just
as strong, if not stronger.

Fulfilling a mission

The Water For People Board of Di-
rectors was instrumental in the shift to
a regional focus. “This approach is a
strategic move to build Water For Peo-
ple’s capacity and improve operation-
al efficiencies,” concurs Fred Elwell,
Board president. “It’s an integral part
of reaching the goals established in our
five-year strategic plan and making a
more meaningful impact on the water
and sanitation situation abroad.”

Going regional makes sense on

Women walking to a river to wash their laundry.

many levels. This new approach will
help Water For People reach more of
the people who so desperately need
access to safe drinking water and im-
proved sanitation. It will allow Wa-
ter For People to rapidly replicate its
successful program model and dem-
onstrate success in more measurable
terms. Most important, it will prevent
unnecessary water-related illnesses and
save lives. The sooner, the better.

About Water For People

Founded in 1991, Water For People is
a Denver-based private, nonprofit inter-
national development organization that
supports the development of safe drink-
ing water resources and improved sani-
tation facilities in developing countries.
Water For People partners with commu-
nities, local government, and other non-
governmental organizations to help peo-
ple improve their quality of life by sup-
porting sustainable drinking water and
sanitation solutions, as well as hygiene
education. Water For People supports
projects with professional development
advice, financial support, and volunteer
technical services. Typical projects in-
clude protected spring-fed community
water systems, gravity-fed systems, wells
with hand pumps, latrine construction,
operator training, and hygiene education.
Water For People is currently working in
Latin America, Africa and Asia. In 2006,
Water For People’s work directly ben-
efited more than 98,000 people in the
developing world.

More information at www.waterforpeople.org.



Winter 2008

Atlantic Canada Water Works Association Newsletter

PAGE 15

Record attendance at
Water Environment Conference

Roland P. Richard, P. Eng.
WEF Delegate, ACWWA

WEFTEC.07, Wer’s soth An-

nual Technical Exhibition and Confer-
ence has just experienced a tremendous
success in San Diego, California, Oc-
tober 13-17, 2007. This year marks a
special milestone for WEFTEC and the
Water Environment Federation eighty
(80) years ago, the very first annual
meeting was held to provide a forum
for knowledge and technology ex-
change within the water and wastewa-
ter fields.

WEF announced a record atten-
dance of 19,552 for WEFTEC.07,
making this the largest event in the
conference’s 80-year history. The re-
cord number of 1,030 exhibiting com-
panies and more than 267,000 net
square feet of floor space were an-
nounced by the Federation.

Known as the Water Quality Event,
WEFTEC.07 also represents the larg-
est annual water quality exhibition in
the world.

Founded in 1928, the Water Envi-
ronment Federation is a not-for-profit
technical and educational organization
with members from varied disciplines
who work toward the WEF vision of
preservation and enhancement of the
global water environment. The WEF
network includes water quality profes-
sionals from 76 member associations in
30 countries.

In Canada, we have five (5) MA’s
which form the Canadian Affairs Coun-
cil to address issues that affect us as Ca-

Water Environment
Federation®

Preserving & Enbancing
the Global Water Environment

nadian members.

The Canadian MA’s include:

+ ACWWA- Atlantic Canada Water Works
Association

» WEAO- Water Environment Association
of Ontario

« WCWEA- Western Canada Water
Environment Association

* BCWWA- British Columbia Water and
Waste Association

* Réseau Environnement

During WEFTEC, the annual meet-
ing of the Canadian Affairs Council
(CAC) representing the Canadian Mem-
ber Association was held. The high-
lights include the following subjects:

+ The “CAC” memorandum of
Understanding between the five (5)
Canadian Member Association was
signed by all MA’s.

+ The WEF - Board of Trustees approved
continued contributions to CWWA in
the amount of $15,000.00 annually for
the 2008-2010 time period.

+ The ACWWA has agreed to host the
WEFMAX meeting in 2009 in Atlantic
Canada.

What is “WEFMAX”? The acro-
nym stands for WEF Member Associ-
ation’s Exchange meetings. Five or six
meetings are held annually in the spring
at various locations throughout North
America. This year, it was agreed that
a WEFMAX meeting would be hosted

WATER IS OUR SPECIALTY

in Canada every other year. Atlantic
Canada, ACWWA, has agreed to host
the WEFMAX meeting in 2009.

We will be putting extra emphasis on
increasing WEF membership during the
upcoming year.

Take a look at the WEF website for
more information about what WEF is
doing for you, for our industry and for
the water environment. Visit www.wef.
org. It’s definitely worth taking a few
minutes to make yourself aware of the
information and tools available to you
on the website.

As always, you are welcome to con-
tact me anytime if you have any ques-
tions, ideas or comments regarding
WEEF, or if you wish to volunteer on
WEF committees.

My contact information is:

Phone: 506-387-7977
Fax: 506-387-7389
Email: rrichard@gmsc.nb.ca

Join WEF through any one of the follow-

ing easy options:

- Water Quality Testing and Modcling

- Effluent Treatability Studics

- Lagoon Depth & Sludge Surveys

- Design of Trecatment Plants & Outtalls
- Repairs and System Upgrades

- Tracer Studies

- Mixing Zone Studics

- Assimilative Capacity Asscssments

- Design of Septic Systems and
Constructed Wetlands

Environmental Services Inc.

109 Patterson Cross Rd., Harvey Sta., NB, E6K 1L9

Website: www.natech.nb.ca

Phone: (506) 366-1080 Fax: (506) 366-1090 M=Avi15

“Serving Municipalities and Industry since 1993”
Email: natech@nbnet.nb.ca

CLCW

CONCORD Cel:  (506) 658-8014

Online: www.wef.org
Call: 1-800-666-0206 (toll-free
Email: csc@wef.org

Rick Benoit

Sales Manager
Atlantic Canada

Clow Canada

22 Chatwin St.

Wells, N.B.

E2S 1A3

Tel: (506) 849-7617

Fax: (506) 847-4365
email: benoitr@nbnet.nb.ca
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Maritime Testing proves its baseball prowess on the field at Halifax
Commons last summer, helping to raise $1,300 for the local Water
For People committee.

Water For People Softball 2007

HERE may have been as much

fog in their heads as in the sky

for the keen softball players that
arrived early on June 12 at the Halifax
Commons for the first annual Water For
People fundraising softball tournament.
After poor weather rained out the event
in 2006, players were glad to see only
fog this year. Eight co-ed teams from
local engineering and utility companies
were to slug it out to win the inaugu-
ral Water For People softball champi-
onship trophy. Teams included Neil &
Gunter, Jacques Whitford, SNC Lava-

lin, Halifax Regional Water Commis-
sion, Terrain Group, CBCL Limited,
Maritime Testing and WFP All-Stars.
The day turned out beautifully as the
sun managed to burn through the fog
and players managed to shake off their
rust. The softball action was fast, curi-
ous and certainly entertaining, with Neil
& Gunter, Maritime Testing, CBCL and
Terrain advanced to the playoff round.
After easily dismissing their opponents
in the semi-finals, Terrain Group and
Maritime Testing faced off for the final,
with Maritime Testing achieving ulti-

mate success.

The event raised $1,300 for the lo-
cal Water For People committee to help
support Water For People Canada’s proj-
ect work delivering clean, safe water
and sanitation solutions to developing
countries. Water For People is currently
active in Guatemala, Bolivia, Hondu-
ras, India, and Malawi, with expansion
planned over the next five years into
Ecuador, Nicaragua, Rwanda, Uganda,
and the Dominican Republic.

For more information visit
www.waterforpeople.org

Resource
Systems
Inc.

Pierre Marc Gendron, peng, M.Eng
Vice President sales and development

Larry Oakes

Technical Sales and Service

51 Balathie Crescent
Fall River, NS B2T 1P6
www.resourcesytemsinc.ca

P (902) 861-4710
F(902) 861-1366
loakes@resourcesystemsinc.ca

Tél. : 450.623.2200 ext. 303
Cell.: 514.833.2528
Fax : 450.628.3308
www.hyprescon.com




